
The Pines School Vocabulary Development –  
 

Skill Years 1 & 2 Years 3 & 4 Years 5 & 6 

Knowledge of 
Music 

Instruments 
Composers 

Piano 
recorder 

Violin 
Guitar 
Drum 

Cymbal 
Triangle 
Claves  

Chime bars 
Xylophone 

Glockenspiel 
Bells 

Shakers 
Scrapers 

Castanets 
tambourine 

 

Orchestra 
Families of the orchestra 

String 
Brass 

Woodwind 
percussion 
Conductor 

Flute 
Clarinet 

Oboe 
Trumpet 

Trombone 
Tuba 
Cello 

 

Renaissance 
Classical  
Baroque 
Romantic 

Secular 
Contemporary 

 
 

Listening Live music 
Recorded music 

Mood 
Genre 
Song 

Singer 
Performer 

performance 
musician 

pulse 
beat 
Loud 
Quiet 

High notes 
Low notes 

Fast  
Slow 

Long notes 
Short notes 

 
 

Timbre 
Dynamics 

Tempo 
Texture 

Pitch 
Lyrics 

Phrase 
Verse 

Chorus 
Accompanied 

Unaccompanied 
Rhythm 

Instrumental 
 

Improvise 
Sequence 
Crescendo 

Diminuendo 
Piano 
Forte 

Allegro 
Adagio 
Legato 

staccato 
Sample 

Style indicators 
 
 

Performing 
(singing) 

Melody 
Chant 

Expressive 
Solo 

Unison 
Choir 
Voice 
Round  
Verse 

Chorus 
 

Phrase 
Canon 

ensemble 

A Capella 
Harmony 



 
 

Performing 
(instruments) 

Rhythm 
Tap 

Scrape 
Shake 

 
 

Tuned 
Untuned 

Pluck 
bow 

 

Composing Composition 
Sounds 

Sound effects 
 

Pentatonic scale 
Ostinato 
Structure 

accompaniment 
 

 

Notation Symbol 
Picture 
pattern  

Graphic score 

Treble clef 
bar line 

note 
stave 

interval 
crotchet 
quaver 
minim 

semibreve 
crotchet rest 

duration 
 

Bass clef 
Octave 

Time signature 
 
 


