
Music
Years 5 and 6 – Cycle A

Composers

George Butterworth Grażyna Bacewicz William Byrd Clara Schumann James Horner Mikis Theodorakis

1885 - 1916 1909 – 1969 1543 - 1623 1819 - 1896 1953 - 2015 1925 - present

Butterworth was an English 
composer, best known for 'The 

Banks of Green Willow', 
Butterworth served as a platoon 
leader. He was shot by a sniper 
during the battle of the Somme. 
His body was never recovered.

Grażyna Bacewicz was a Polish 
composer who learnt to play the 
violin and piano at a young age. 
She wrote many concertos and 

sonatas, continuing to do so 
despite war ranging through  her 

home town of Warsaw. 

Byrd was an English composer who 
lived during the Renaissance and 
Baroque periods. He wrote many 
musical pieces, including music to 
be played in church. He dedicated 

some of his music to Queen 
Elizabeth I.

Clara Schumann was a German 
musician and composer. She was 
the wife of the composer Robert 
Schumann. She composed more 
than 20 piano pieces at a time 
when it was believed women 

should not compose.

James Horner was an American
composer, conductor and 

orchestrator of music scores. He 
wrote music for many films, 

including Titanic, Apollo 13, Avatar 
and Troy. 

Mikis Theodorakis is a Greek 
musician and composer, who has 

written music for a number of 
films. He also works as a politician. 

Key Genres

• Rock - a broad genre of popular music that originated in 
America in the late 1960s. Often incorporates electric guitar 
and drums. 

• Motown – music combining rhythm and blues and pop, or 
gospel rhythms and modern ballad harmony. 

• Rap – a musical form where words are spoken, not sung

Notable bands and artists

Bon Jovi Martha and the 
Vandellas

The Beatles Will Smith

Word Definition

amplifier makes sounds played through an electric system 
louder

bridge musical passage that connects two sections of a song

hook part of a song that catches the ear of the listener

riff repeated notes, chord patterns or musical sequences

soul music that mixes rhythm and blues, gospel and pop 
music

syncopation rhythmic stresses, or accents, on beats that wouldn’t 
normally occur

synthesizer Instrument that uses electricity to make sounds

Instruments

Bass guitar Keyboard

Electric guitar

Drum kit

Saxophone

Trumpet

Trombone


