
 

Weekly Newsletter 

Week End 19.12.25 (If you would like a paper copy please ask)    

WARNING THIS IS A BUMPER EDITION - MAKE A CUP OF TEA AND SIT DOWN AND ENJOY! 

This edition will contain: -  

• Introduction from Mrs Davies  

• Best Awards 

• Progress Awards  

• Pantomime 

• Class with the highest attendance of the term  



• Best House attendance of the term 

• Parent Workshops 2026  

• Coffee Morning  

• Applications for Primary (Reception) September 2026 

• Breakfast and After School Club  

• School Council Winter Bake Sale Winner 

• The Pines Enchanted Evening  

• The Pines Christmas Choir  

• Important Dates  

• Information sent out this week 

• Pride of Bracknell Forest Awards  

• Flyers  

Introduction from Mrs Davies  

Dear Parent/Carers, 

As we come to the end of our first term of the academic year 2025-2026, it is a time to reflect 

and celebrate the great things that have happened.  

Challenges 

I maybe getting a little older but I feel education is becoming more challenging.  The funding 

for schools is constantly being stretched and as school staff we are frequently being asked to 

do more with less.  There has been a huge increase in SEND needs not just within The Pines 

but nationally.  Some of you will have seen in the news that it is a national crisis and whilst 

we constantly try our best, it is becoming more challenging to meet everyone's needs. 



The vast majority of our parent community have been hugely supportive of the challenges 

we are all facing and for that, I thank you.   

Some great things 

This term we have welcomed Miss Philpotts who has become a wonderful addition to our 

staff team. We have also welcomed our fantastic Reception children into our school as well 

as new Nursery children.  I have loved watching these children settle into our school and 

watching them grow and learn.  I am really proud of our Early Years team.   

Our Year 6 cohort enjoyed a wonderful Young Citizens event at Garth Hill College, the 

children learned so much about keeping safe, along with career opportunities.  Our Year 1 

class had a fabulous trip to Milestones Museum.  It was a wonderful trip and great to see the 

children learning about the history of toys. 

Year 4 had a great time recently at Christmas Unwrapped at our local church.  Year 3 visited 

our local library at Birch Hill 

The one thing that I always hear is that the behavior of our children when they are out and 

about is excellent.  I am very proud of our children who go out and represent our school so 

well. 

Teaching and Learning 

This term we have been working really hard with the children on their writing.  I am so 

pleased with the progress the children have made, especially those children in Year 3 and 4.  

We have wonderful displays across the school that show the progress the children have 

made in just one term.  It really is brilliant to see how well the children are doing.  In Year 6 

the children have been working really hard in all subjects however the progress that they are 

making in maths has been really good this term.   

Safety 

Please can I remind all parents not to approach the school fence during school hours 

including lunchtimes. 

Please remind your children to keep safe over the Christmas holidays.  We would advise you 

to talk to your child about who their safe adults are and where there are safe places near you 

if help is needed. It’s also important to think about safety on the internet and use of mobile 



phone apps and games that have ‘chat’ functions as this can be just as dangerous as a 

stranger in the street. 

Thanks 

A huge thanks goes to all the staff at The Pines who work hard every day to support our 

amazing children.  A special thanks to my fellow Headteachers, especially those of the 4 

other schools I work more closely with.  A big thank you to all the parents and carers who 

support us on a daily basis and a big thank you to our amazing children. 

Christmas Lunch 

A huge thanks to Sandra and the ladies in the kitchen for providing a lovely Christmas Dinner 

for all of the children.  Thank you to the staff and governors for helping to set out the tables 

and a massive thank you to our Year 6 children who helped serve all the food! 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very restful holiday.  For those of you 

who celebrate Christmas, I wish you a Merry Christmas and a very happy and health New 

Year. 

Mrs Davies 

 



 

 

 



 



BEST Awards 

 

Congratulations to the following children, who were awarded with our BEST Award this 

term: - 

Nursery  - Donika 

Elm - Jacob 

Maple  - Quinn  

Sycamore  - Chloe    

Willow  - Jessica    

Oak  - Lily  

Cedar  - Beau  

Ash  - Owen     



Rowan - Leila-Rose 

Juniper  - Emma S   

The Orchard  -  Kian     

The Meadow - Casey  

Progress Awards 

 

Congratulations to the following children, who were awarded with our Progress Award this 

term: - 

Nursery  - Jaxson  

Elm  - Delilah 

Maple  - Kaci-Lee 



Sycamore  - Dolly    

Willow  - Joey     

Oak  - Reggie  

Cedar  - Hayley  

Ash  - Frank  

Rowan - Platon  

Juniper  - Lucas   

The Orchard  - Tymon    

The Meadow - Silver  

Pantomime  

Children in Reception to Year 6 absolutely loved the pantomime that visited school on 

Monday who performed Peter Pan.  

A huge thank you to our PTA who paid for this lovely treat for the children.  



Class with the Highest Attendance of the term  

 

The class with the highest attendance of the term is Cedar with 97.4%.   

Well done to Cedar Class! 



Best House Attendance of the term 

 

The best house attendance of the term goes to Emma Watson with 95.01%.  

Well done to Emma Watson!  



Parent Workshops 2026 

 



Coffee Morning 

 

Mrs Williams would like to thank everyone who supported our Macmillan Coffee Morning we 

had in September.  We raised a total of £247.63!  

Our first coffee morning next term will be on Wednesday 14th January 2026 after morning 

drop off.  

If you haven't been before, please come along.  It would be lovely to see some new faces to 

join us for a coffee, biscuits and a chat.  You are welcome to bring your little ones too.  



 

Applications for Primary (Reception) September 2026  

The application process for admission to primary school for children born between 

01/09/2021 – 31/08/2022 for Reception in September 2026 is now open.  The closing date 

for applications is national and will close on 15th January 2026.  

We are holding our last open morning on Thursday 8th January at 9.30am.  Please do share 

with your family and friends who you think may be interested in attending. Please contact 

the office via email on admin@thepinesschool.org.uk or phone on 01344 426413 to arrange 

a visit.  

Please click on the following link giving information about the application process: -  

https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/school-

admissions/starting-primary-school 

mailto:admin@thepinesschool.org.uk
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/school-admissions/starting-primary-school
https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/school-admissions/starting-primary-school


 

Breakfast & After School Club Location Change 

From the first week back in January, our Breakfast and After School Club will be moving to a 

new home in the lower building. 

Children should be dropped off at the lower building main doors by the lower hall. We’re 

excited to share that our new space that will include a small kitchen for snack preparation, a 

quiet area for reading and relaxation, plenty of creative play zones for fun activities and an 

outside area too! 

The doorbell will be relocated to the lower building for January, and the after school club 

phone will remain the same. Please continue to book in the usual way. 

Please let after school club know if you have any questions.  



School Council Winter Bake Sale Winner 

Congratulations to Maisie from Elm Class who won the vote for winter bake sale with her 

penguin biscuits!  

 

An Enchanted Evening at The Pines 

A huge thank you to everyone who came along to our Enchanted Evening at The Pines last 

Tuesday. It was an absolutely fantastic event, filled with festive cheer and plenty of eager 

shoppers exploring our wonderful stalls. Our school choir treated us to some beautiful 

singing, and Santa’s grotto was bustling with families sharing magical moments. Santa and 

his elves were delighted to see so many happy faces! 

We are incredibly grateful to our amazing school staff and PTA for organising such a brilliant 

community celebration. Your hard work made the evening truly special. 

As a little extra treat, below are a couple of the poems that were on display during the event. 

Thank you again for helping us make this such a memorable evening!  



Miss Philpotts 

 

1 - A Winter Haiku Poem by Jacob (Year 3) 

 

2 - Sparkling Snow by Rhylea (Year 4) 



The Pines Christmas Choir  

What another amazing season of singing we have had with our Christmas choir! They have 

all been absolutely brilliant and performed not once but four times! We began at the 

Easthampstead Baptist Church Community Carol Service on Thursday 4th December, before 

opening The Pines Enchanted Evening on Tuesday 9th. Our final public performance was in 

The Lexicon town centre on Sunday 14th December and they blew the crowds away. Ava and 

Rio performed stunning solos. We ended with a performance to everyone at school yesterday 

in our end of term singing assembly. Thank you so much to the whole choir and everyone 

who came to watch them, bringing the Christmas spirit with them! 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Important Dates 

 

• 05.01.26 - INSET DAY 

• 06.01.26 - Spring Term starts for children (8.40am)  

• 08.01.26 - Open Morning for September 2026 Reception starters 

• W/C 12.01.26  - Extra curricular clubs commence 

• 15.01.26 - Closing Date for applications for admission to primary school for 

Reception September 2026 / Magic Pebbles Maths Workshop (Reception)  

• 21.01.26 - Year 3 English Workshop 

• 22.01.26 - Year 4 English Workshop 

• 11.02.26 - Year 1 English Workshop 

• 16.02.26 to 20.02.26 - Spring Half Term  

• 16.02.26 - Children return to school at 8.40am 



Information sent out this week  

 

• What we are learning in Nursery this week 

• What we are learning in Reception this week  

• Ash Class Dot Reward - Wednesday 17th December 

• End of Term Reminders  

• Magic Pebbles Workshop 15.01.26  

• School Nursing Newsletter December 25  

• Willow Class Dot Reward - Thursday 18th December (Reminder)  

• Letter from Mrs Davies to Year 1, Year 2 and Year 4 Parents  

• Breakfast and After School Club Location Change  

• Sycamore Class Collection Day  



• Year 6 PE Days - Spring Term 2026  

• Year 2 Moving Classroom Social Story  

• Year 4 Moving Classroom Social Story  

Pride of Bracknell Forest Awards 

 

Pride of Bracknell Awards 

Nominations are open for the Pride of Bracknell Forest Awards 2026.  These awards have 

been celebrating the achievements of outstanding individuals in the local community since 

2005.  Award categories include: 

• School of the Year 

• Teacher of the Year 

• The John Nike Pride of Bracknell Forest Award (Adult & Young Person) 

• Sport & Achievement Award (Adult & Young Person) 

• Team of the Year 



• Young Person in Business 

• Business of the Year 

• Charity of the Year 

• Long-Standing Service to the Community Award 

To nominate or for further information please visit https://prideofbracknell.com/ 

Flyers 

 

https://prideofbracknell.com/


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



The Pines School 

 

Hanworth Road 

Bracknell 

Berkshire 

RG12 7WX 

 

01344 426413 

admin@thepinesschool.org.uk 

https://www.thepinesschool.org.uk/ 

https://twitter.com/thepinesprimary 

https://www.facebook.com/thepinesschoolbracknell 

mailto:admin@thepinesschool.org.uk
https://www.thepinesschool.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/thepinesprimary
https://www.facebook.com/thepinesschoolbracknell


Our Vision and Values 

 

https://www.thepinesschool.org.uk/vision-and-values/
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